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The Assessment 
A strategic approach to assessment is essential in programs where students’ plans of study may vary widely due to their individual interests and goals. Archival administration faculty have addressed these challenges through a post-practicum survey. Survey items elicit student responses specific to the program’s learning outcomes, including the ability to preserve, organize and create access to the historic record; conserve, store and reformat information, and improve communities through professional engagement. Students reported a wide range of practicum experiences that supported each learning outcome.

The Impact 
This year’s survey results demonstrated the impact of adjustments made in response to previous years’ surveys. Based on the first year’s implementation, faculty noted that the survey provided an important opportunity for students to reflect on their own learning. To enhance the impact of the practicum, faculty decided to administer the survey both pre- and post-practicum to encourage students to guide their own educational experience. They also survey the institutions that host their students to better understand their preparation for their future careers.
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