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The Assessment 
Motivated by assessment data from previous years, the BS in Industrial Engineering took steps to improve students’ skills in experimentation, data analysis and interpretation (ABET learning outcome 6). To do so, the faculty in two courses (IE 3120 and IE 4250) increased the amount of in-class problem solving using Minitab, a statistical analysis software tool, and modified the implementation of a group project in 2018-2019. The enhanced group project implementation included introducing the project earlier in the semester, review of proposed topics, and feedback from peers on a preliminary draft of the project proposal.

The Impact 
While seemingly minor, the changes in instructional delivery effectively focused on improving the target learning outcomes, and resulted in significant improvements in student performance over the previous year. This process of re-assessing learning after a change has been made is known as “closing the loop” and reflects best practices in program assessment.
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